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CONPIDENTIAL SEOUL 3364 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM PINT KS 

SUBJ: UNIVERSITY SPY RING CASE 

REFJ 

STATE 88029 

1. EMBASSY HAS CHECKED FIT ES AND OTHER U.S. AGENCIES IN 
KOREA WHO MIGHT BE ABLE TO CONTRIBUTE INPORMATION ON SPY 
RING CASE. WE STILL HAVE NO INDEPENDENT EVIDENCE TO SHOW 
THAT CASE IS OR IS NOT BONA PIDE. WE CAN CONPIRM THAT 
ROKG CONSIDERS CASE A VAT, ID ONE. 

2. POSSIBILITY THAT ROKG MIGHT HAVE WISHED TO USE CASE OR 
SIMILAR CASES TO INTIMIDATE STUDENTS CANNOT BE ENTIRELY 
EXCLUDED. HOWEVER, AFTER PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OP ARRESTS 
IN UNIVERSITY CASE INVOLVING 21 ACCUSED (NOVEMBER 1975) 

THERE WAS NO (RPT NO) FURTHER PUBLICITY DESPITE SEVERE 
PENALTIES APPLIED. KANG CASE WHICH INVOLVED OTHERS WAS 
INVESTIGATED QUIETLY BY MILITARY AND EVEN ARRESTS 
RECEIVED NO PUBLICITY. GENERAL PUBLIC AND GREAT MASS 

OP STUDENTS HAVE BEEN KEPT IN DARK ON THESE MATTERS, 

AND IT IS, THEREPORE, DOUBTFUL THAT CASES WERE MANUPACTURED 
SIMPLY FOR PUBLIC OR STUDENT CONSUMPTION. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SEOUL 03364 2509 14Z 

3. WE ARE STILL CHECKING POR INPORMATION ON YI CHOL AND 
KWON CHON-HONG. WE HOPE TO LEARN SOMETHING ABOUT THEM IN 
NEXT WEEK OR SO AND WILL REPORT PROMPTLY. 

SNEIDER 
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